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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

August 15, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect 
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
Following the truth brings persecution. The Old Testament prophets lived 
it; the New Testament Apostles experienced it; even Jesus himself went 
through persecution by those who knew him best! What happens when 
we face similar ridicule for sticking to the truth of God’s Word? It may 
sound like circular reasoning, but we stand on the Word. Even in the face 

of the fiercest persecution and hardship, God strengthens our faith in his Word by the power 
of his Word. Bless the proclamation and reception of your Word, Lord!

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and 
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to 
serve them.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the questions on page 10 of this service folder.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Divine Service II. Text: © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. Music: Stephen P. Stake and Dale Witte © 2008 
Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903   

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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DIVINE SERVICE II
A version of the historic liturgy of the Christian Church intended to be used when Holy Communion is celebrated.

WELCOME

HYMN God Has Spoken by His Prophets | CW 281 

Please stand. 
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C):  Amen. 

CONFESSION
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  For faithless worrying and 

selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the 
good I have failed to do,  you should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

ABSOLUTION
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 

again. In his great mercy, God made us alive in 
Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear 
the word of Christ through his called servant: I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY – Kyrie
M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

For the well-being of all people, everywhere, that they may receive from you all 
they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

We have already received 
the mercy of God through 
the words of absolution. 

Now we ask his mercy for 
all other things we need for 

a God-pleasing life.
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M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 
in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C: Christ, have mercy.
M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live in you.
C: Amen.

GLORY BE TO GOD – Gloria in Excelsis sung to the tune in CW 133

♫  All glory be to God on high!  ♫ O Lamb of God, to you we pray
 Your name, O Lord, we glorify; You take all human sin away.
 We praise you for your peace and grace, Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer; 
 Your favor toward our fallen race. ♫ From God’s right hand, your mercy share. ♫

The Word

SALUTATION
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.  

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you 
with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep 
us safe in your care; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.
Please be seated. “Amen” does not just signal 

the end of a prayer, creed, 
sermon, or song. It is a word 
that unites the congregation 

in declaring, “Yes, this is 
most certainly true.”
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FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 2:1-3:4
When we face rejection, we have nothing to fear.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 27
The pastors will sing the verses. Please join to sing the refrain and “Glory be to the Father…”

Refrain: ♫ The Lord is my light and my salvation--  
of whom shall I be afraid, 
of whom shall I be afraid?

M: Hear my voice when I ′call, O LORD;*
Be merciful to me and ′answer me.

Do not hide your ′face from me,*
Do not turn your servant away in anger; 

you have been my ′helper.
Do not reject me or for′sake me,*

O God my ′Savior.

Refrain

M: Though my father and mother for′sake me,*
The LORD will re′ceive me.

I am still confi′dent of this:*
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the ′living.

Wait ′for the LORD;*
Be strong and take heart and wait ′for the LORD.

♫ Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son*
And to the Holy ′Spirit,

As it was in the be′ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. ′Amen.

Refrain
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SECOND LESSON 2 Corinthians 12:7-10
Persecution leads us to rejoice.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. Do not fear, for I am with you. Do not be overwhelmed, for I am your 

God. I will strengthen you. 
C: Yes, I will help you. I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. Alleluia. 

(Isaiah 41:10)

Please stand.

GOSPEL   Mark 6:1-6
Even Jesus was rejected by those who knew him.
After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head | CW 536

SERMON Stand and Speak   

CONFESSION OF FAITH - The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.

As we lead into the sermon (and, 
later, the distribution of the 

Lord’s Supper), notice how we 
prepare ourselves to receive these 
gifts from God through careful, 

meaningful, and methodical steps. 
That is one of the main benefits of 

liturgical worship.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.

THANK OFFERING 
Members of St. Paul’s offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING O Church, Arise

8:00 – PROFESSION OF FAITH – Kay Ferkey

Remain seated.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Dear Father in heaven, with your gift of a Savior you restored hope for our fallen 

world and brought glory to your name. We thank you for the good news that you 
have reconciled the world to yourself through your Son.

C: Be with us as you give us opportunities to proclaim your glorious name of 
salvation in Jesus Christ our Savior.
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M: O Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise you for offering yourself as the atoning sacrifice 
for the sins of all. On the cross you declared the sacrifice for sins completed. At the 
open tomb, you assured the world that sinners are reconciled to God.

C: Be with us as you have promised, so that we may be bold and confident 
witnesses to our family members and friends.

M: Holy Spirit, blessed Counselor, use your Word of Truth and power to break down 
the barriers to our witness, including fallen mankind’s natural hatred for God and 
Satan’s wicked work among us.

C: Empower us by the gospel, and encourage us to be faithful, fervent witnesses to 
the people among whom we live and work.

Special prayers and intercession.

M: Hear us, Lord as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent Prayer

M: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, send us by the power of your Word into the mission 
fields beyond the walls of our church. Give us hearing ears and seeing eyes that 
seize the opportunities you set before us to be your witnesses.

C: Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us as we declare Christ to our world. Amen.

Please Stand
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen.   

The Sacrament

PREFACE (spoken) 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

The opening words of the 
Preface are among the oldest 
sentences in the Christian 
liturgy. The responses are 

followed by the Proper Preface 
(in italics), which is specific to 
the season of the church year.
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom 
and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus      sung to the tune in CW 419  
♫  O holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might,

Your glory, earth and heaven In countless ways recite.
Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high,
And in your grace and mercy Receive our fervent cry. ♫   

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M:  Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 

sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through 
which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. By his 
incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from the grave, he opened 
heaven. Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your 
table with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and 
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 
ransomed people in glory everlasting.

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei 

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared | CW 312
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Please stand.
SONG OF SIMEON  - Nunc Dimittis sung to the tune in CW 419
      ♫    O Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, assured:      

For I have seen your promised incarnate, saving Word—      
A Light that will enlighten all gloom where Gentiles dwell;      
The brilliant, crowning glory of those in Israel!  ♫      

CLOSING PRAYER
M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our 
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live 
as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING  
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: Amen. 
Be seated

CLOSING HYMN  Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken | CW 465

QUESTIONS FOR EXAMINATION 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

or Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this.        
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In Mark 6, we see the saying "Familiarity breeds contempt" in living color. The 
people of Nazareth knew Jesus and that is what got in the way of them believing in 
him. What might be some ways in which that could play out in our lives? In other 
words, in what ways might people know us and have that be a stumbling block to 
their faith?

2. In 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, we get to see just how "upside-down" God's grace is. It 
makes us rejoice in things that we would otherwise have no business rejoicing in. 
Going through the list in verse 10, give reasons why a Christian can delight in each 
of those things because of Christ.

3. The scroll that Ezekiel ate was filled with Laments, Groaning, and Woe. And yet, it 
was "sweet like honey." For what reasons can we say that the law (which brings woe 
to the sinner) is still sweet to our taste?

4. What steps can we take to make sure that we are not becoming stubborn and hard-
hearted in any way?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY: Ephesians
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

DID YOU MISS LAST WEEK’S SERVICE?

It was the first in our “God-Lived Life” series. The series is spread out over 4 months with 
a different focus each month. And each month we will challenge ourselves and each other 
to commit to a goal related to that month’s focus. This month’s focus is “The Life of a 
Disciple,” and the goals are related to discipleship (bible study, devotions, etc.). If you 
missed last week, but would like to participate in the challenge, you can find challenge 
cards on the Information Table in the Welcome Center. You can put your completed card 
in the slots in the table. Hope you join us in this challenge!

GUYS, MEET YOUR CHALLENGE GOAL Aug. 17 | 6:45 AM

The Tuesday Men's Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop is beginning a new study 
this week.  They will be looking at the book of Acts, using the Peoples’ Bible study format. If 
you selected "Attend five Bible studies in August/September" as your challenge for living a 
God-lived life, this would be a perfect opportunity for you to join us. The group gathers at 
6:45 AM; study begins at 7 AM and ends around 7:45 AM. Contact Mike Anderson (715-423-
5922 or 5JAnderson@charter.net) for further information. Hope to see you there!

UPCOMING VOTERS’ MEETING August 17 | 6:30 PM

Join us for a review of ministry and hear about plans for future ministry at the quarterly 
voters’ meeting this Tuesday, August 17 at 6:30 PM.  A packet of reports was placed in 
your mailslots, but there is always additional information shared at the meeting. Even if 
you can’t attend, please keep our congregation and leadership in your prayers.

ALL WOMEN INVITED Aug. 17 | 2:00 PM

Willing Workers will hold their first meeting of the new year on Tuesday, August 17, at 
2:00 p.m. in the cafeteria. All women of the congregation are invited and encouraged to 
attend. Come join us for an afternoon of good fellowship as we begin planning our 
projects for the year!
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HIRING: THRIFT STORE MANAGER

Great Faith, LLC is looking to hire a store manager for the Wisconsin Rapids Dime and 
Dollar Thrift Store. This position is Monday – Friday and some Saturdays. This person is 
responsible for managing the day to day operations.  This includes volunteers, scheduling, 
donations, ordering supplies, and a small part of the finances. Must be willing to drive to 
Wausau for training and as needed. This position is a great opportunity to help Northland 
Lutheran High School and the community! Please e-mail resumes or questions to 
greatfaithboard@gmail.com by 8/31/21.

USE SCRIP FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL

Both St. Paul’s Lutheran School and Northland Lutheran high School have scrip (gift 
cards) for most major retailers. The gift cards can be used for in-store and online 
purchases, and your scrip purchases can help pay tuition your child (or grandchild) or 
just support the general operation of the school. In July, scrip purchasers at St. Paul’s 
earned $165.65 for tuition and $769.53 for the school operations. To find out more about 
scrip visit stpaulswr.org/scrip or nlhs.org/scrip.

WANTED: PART-TIME JANITORIAL WORKER

We are seeking someone to clean bathrooms, care for floors, and take care of other 
janitorial duties in the church, school, and childcare.  20 hours per week, days and hours 
are flexible.  Please contact Larry Wesenberg (715-204-7685) or the church office.

OFFICE HELP STILL NEEDED

The school year is fast approaching, and we still need paid staff in the joint school/church 
office. Can you work at least 10 hours a week? You would be assisting the pastoral staff, 
teachers, and others in carrying out their ministries. Duties would include answering 
phones, photocopying, word processing, and more. Training would be provided. The 
office is open Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-4:00 PM, but your hours could be flexible. Please 
contact Judy Stensberg at 715-421-3634 or churchoffice@stpaulswr.org.

You are to speak my words to them
whether they listen or they do not

- Ezekiel 2:7
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CALENDAR August 15-22

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
2:00 PM Willing Workers in the Dining Room

6:30 PM Voters’ Meeting in church

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 
8:00 AM Booth at Downtown Farmers Market
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug. 25 First Day of School at St. Paul’s 

Sept. 5 Catechism Classes Begin 
Sept. 12 Sunday School Begins

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  195   

From July 1, 2021 to August 12, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 116,891
Actual cost of ministry: $ 107,866 

Mortgage balance:  $1,234,563

Organ Fund balance: $27,065

Psalm 119:11 (NIV)

Look for our booth at

Thursday, Aug. 19
 ~ children’s activity ~
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